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Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Maestog. 

October  1948. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Maesteg 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report 
upon  the  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  your 
Urban  Area  for  the  year  1947. 

The  circumstances  which  have  necessitated  my  submitting 
this  Report  are  deplored  by  us  all.  The  sudden  death  in  February, 
1948  of  Dr.  Amdor,  at  a comparatively  early  age,  after  but  a 
short  term  of  office  in  this  area,  came  as  a great  shock  to  his  many 
friends  in  this  town. 

The  enthusiasm  and  efficiency  with  which  he  carried 
out  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  well  known,  and 
the  town  is  deeply  indebted  to  him  for  the  tremendous  amount 
of  thought  he  gave  to  the  work  appertaining  to  his  office,  for  the 
steps  he  took  to  see  the  work  carried  out  and  the  untiring  energy 
he  displayed  in  bringing  it  to  a successful  issue. 

Dr.  Amdor  won  the  affection  of  his  patients  at  the  Council 
Institutions  by  his  unflinching  devotion,  his  professional  skill 
and  interest,  and,  perhaps,  above  all,  by  his  encouraging  advice. 

Dr.  Amdor  was  indeed  a fine  character,  and  contact  with 
him  made  one  appreciate  more  and  more  his  absolute  integrity, 
his  kindliness,  and  his  conscientiousness  wrhich  he  carried  to 
an  extreme  degree. 

He  attended  with  remarkable  regularity  the  Meetings 
of  the  Council  and  Committees,  where  his  contributions  to  the 
discussions  never  failed  to  add  something  of  value  to  the  common 
store. 

In  these  days  of  great  changes,  the  Public  Health  Service 
can  ill-afford  to  lose  a man  of  such  experience,  who,  at  the  age 
of  41  years  was  at  the  height  of  his  capacity  for  administrative 
effort  and  who  had  so  much  before  him. 

In  thinking  of  that  loss,  we  must  not  forget  the  far  greater 
tragedy  which  has  befallen  a devoted  wife  and  son. 

To  Mrs.  Amdor  and  her  son  we  all  extend  our  deep 
sympathy. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RALPH  W.  H.  THOMAS 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres 


Population  1947  (Estimated) 
,,  1891  Census 


J J 


1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 


Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers — Census  (1931) 
Rateable  Value  of  1947 


Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


..  6,709 
...  22,800 
...  9,471 
...  15,015 
..  24,977 
..  28,960 
25,552 
..  5,915 
£75,604 
..  £278 


Birth-Rate  for  1 947 

Average  Birth-Rate  for  10  previous  years 
Death-Rate  (from  all  causes)  for  1947 
Average  Death-Rate  for  10  previous  years 

Death-Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1947 
Average  Death-Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
for  10  previous  years 

Death-Rate  from  other  foims  of  Tuberculosis  for 
1947  

Infantile  Mortality  for  1947 

Average  Infantile  Mortality  for  10  previous  years 


Per  1,000  Live 
Persons 

23.2 
18.95 
13.7 
12.98 
0.7 


0.7 

0.3 

60 

80 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate  

Still-Births  

Birth  Rate  

Birth  Rate  Eng.  & Wales 


Males 

Females 

Total 

265 

...  245  ... 

510 

10 

9 .. 

. 19 

8 

12  ... 

20 

23.2 

20.5 


Deaths  : — 

Males — 176.  Females — 136.  Total — 312. 

Death  Rate  ...  13.7. 

Death  Rate, 

England  & Wales  12.0. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

From  Puerperal  Infections  

Other  Maternal  Causes  

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Total  

Rate  per  1,000  


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT 
ALL  AGES  AND  THEIR  RATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 

(Civilian  Only). 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Cerebro -spinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Influenza 

Measles 

Ac.  polio-myel.  & polio-enceph  ; 

Ac  : inf.  : enceph 

Cancer  of  buc. : cav  : & oesoph  (M) 
uterus  (F) 

Cancer  of  stomach  & duodenum 
Cancer  of  breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

Diabetes 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

Other  Resp.  diseases 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

Nephritis 

Puer  : & Post-abort  : sepsis 

Other  maternal  causes 
Premature  Birth 

Con.  : Mai.  : birth  inj  : infant  : dis 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


Rate 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

per 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1000 

0 

0 

0 

o.oo 

2 

1 

3 

0.13 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

1 

1 

2 

0.08 

9 

8 

17 

0.74 

3 

4 

7 

0.30 

0 

1 

1 

0.04 

4 

2 

6 

0.26 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

0 

4 

4 

0.17 

6 

3 

9 

0-39 

0 

2 

2 

0.08 

17 

6 

23 

1.00 

1 

2 

3 

0.13 

12 

18 

30 

1.31 

42 

36 

78 

3.42 

2 

2 

4 

0.17 

18 

12 

30 

1.31 

8 

8 

16 

0.70 

8 

0 

8 

0.35 

2 

1 

3 

0.13 

3 

2 

5 

0.21 

1 

2 

3 

0.13 

0 

2 

2 

0.08 

3 

4 

7 

0.30 

0 

0 

0 

0.00 

0 

2 

2 

0.08 

3 

0 

3 

0.13 

4 

2 

6 

0.26 

2 

0 

2 . 

0.08 

1 

0 

1 

0.04 

6 

3 

9 

0.39 

16 

8 

24 

1.05 

ALL  CAUSES  : — Males 

176 

Females 

136 

Total 

312 


Rate  per  1 ,000 


13.7 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  — 1921  TO  1947 
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Birth  rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the 
Year  1947.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly 
Returns  of  the  Registrar  General  (England  and  Wales). 


England  and 
Wales 

120  C.Bs. 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
Resident 
Population 
25,000-50,000 
1931  Census 

London 

Adm. 

County 

• Rates  per 

1000  Civil1 

ian  Pop. — 

Live  Births 

20.5  ★ 

23.3 

22.2 

22.7 

Still  ” 

0.50* 

0.62 

0.54 

0.49 

DEATHS 

All  Causes 

12. 0^ 

13.0 

11.9 

12.8 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Influenza 

0.09 

0.09 

0.08 

0.08 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live 

Births  : — 

Deaths  under 

1 Year  of  Age 

41x 

47 

36 

37 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

5.8 

8.0 

3.7 

4.8 

• A dash  (-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 


X Per  1,000  related  births 
★ Rates  per  1,000  Total  population 
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i* 


148  Smaller 

126  C.Bs. 

Towns 

and  Great 

Resident 

London 

England  and 

Towns 

Population 

Adm. 

Wales 

including 

25,000-50,000 

County 

London 

1931  Census 

Rates  per 

1 000  Civil 

ian  Pop. — 

Notifications 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  F’v’r 
Cerebro  Spinal 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

1.31 

Whooping  Cough 

2.22 

2.41 

2.02 

2.80 

Diphtheria 

0.13 

0.15- 

0.14 

0.14 

Erysipelas 

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.22 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Measles 

9.41 

9.13 

9.58 

5.29 

Pneumonia 

0.79 

0.89 

0.68 

0.64 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still)  : — 
(a)  Notifications  : — 


Puerperal  Fever 

) 7.16 

8.99 

6.27 

(1.21 

Puerperal 

) 

( 

Pyrexia 

) 

*(6.94 

(b)  Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 


No.  140 

No.  141 

No.  147 

Nos.  142  - 6 

Abortion 

Abortion 

Puerperal 

148-150 

with  Sepsis 

without  Sepsis 

Infections 

Other 

0.10 

0.06 

0.16 

0.85 

Abortion  Mortality  per  million  women  aged  15  44  in  England 
and  Wales  : — 


No.  140  with  Sepsis 

No.  141  without  Sepsis 

9 

5 

* Including  Puerperal  Fever 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


From  the  table  appended  on  the  next  few  pages,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  quantitative  and  qualitative  results  of  samples 
submitted  to  the  County  Anatyst  for  examination  were,  on  the 
whole,  fairly  satisfactory.  All  the  findings  of  the  samples  taken 
from  dwellings  and  business  premises  were  reported  to  the  Mid- 
Glamorgan  Water  Board. 

There  were  no  stand-pipes  in  use  for  the  supply  of  water, 
all  houses  in  the  Maesteg  District  being  supplied  from  Public 
Water  Mains,  with  the  exception  of  29,  which  are  mainly  outlying 
farms  and  cottages,  far  away  from  the  public  water  mains. 


During  the  year  1947,  the  following  works  of  capital 
nature  were  carried  out  in  the  Maesteg  Urban  District  : — 

IVOR  STREET,  MAESTEG  : 120  yards  3-inch  C.I.  Main 

GWENDOLINE  TERRACE,  MAESTEG  : 50  yards  3-inch 

C.I.  Main 

As  in  previous  years,  the  water  supply  to  the  Maesteg 
Area  was  supplemented  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  from 
sources  outside  the  Maesteg  District,  largely  from  the  Ogmore, 
Garw  and  Dvmbath  Valleys,  and  for  a short  period  from  the 
Schwyll  source, 
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REPORT  ON  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  AND  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLES  OF  WATER 

The  following  is  an  Analysis  of  the  Samples  of  Water  taken  during  the  year  : 
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ANNUAL  RAINFALL 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year,  as  registered  at  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital  was  55.56  inches. 

The  following  table  gives  the  rainfall  records  for  districts  in  the  Area  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 


£919 

£f86 

6—9  -s[oo 

‘uojy 

ujoq^joj 

8088 

98  Tit 

9—1  "®I®0 

‘uojy 

uieq^nog 

£161 

9161 

: nvdNiva  ivnNNv 

3DVH3AV 

Ponty- 

C}rmmer 

6.99 

I6'I 

13.15 

5.59 

3.30 

3.12 

6.10 

.64 

3.11 

2.71 

10.23 

8.23 

65.08 

o 

>o 

o 

U0 

o 

lO 

C5 

CM 

CD 

co 

X 

CO 

C3 

oq 

05 

CO 

TfH 

o 

CM 

C3 

O 

l> 

rH 

o 

!> 

H 

Bg 

cd 

rH 

CO 

cd 

cd 

cd 

lO 

cd 

oi 

o 

4 

rH 

rH 

rH 

o 

33 

* 

s 

rH 

I> 

co 

00 

co 

00 

X 

X 

H 

o 

co 

34 

o 

02 

OI 

lO 

o 

rH 

co 

4+ 

co 

co 

03 

o 

id 

r-H 

id 

oi 

cd 

id 

rH 

cd 

oi 

CD 

03 

r-J 

LO 

m 

C3 

LU 

h 

o> 

1- 

o 

CD 

o 

o 

o 

o 

co 

o 

CD 

CO 

o 

n 

o 

o 

w 

o 

r 

m 

r 

CO 

m 

LU 

ui 

" 

ci 

cd 

cd 

id 

cd 

■ 

cs 

cd 

r 

id 

< 

m 

s 

m 

3 

c6 

33 

o 

CD 

co 

CO 

co 

CM 

rH 

o 

GO 

H 

t> 

co 

co 

. co 

CO 

o 

o 

GO 

X 

I> 

rH 

X 

rH 

co 

co 

<1 

co 

rH 

cd 

oi 

cd 

CM 

oi 

oi 

id 

cd 

4 

CO 

CO 

3 

c3 

m 

o 

03 

l> 

CD 

CD 

!> 

co 

o 

i> 

4* 

-3 

o 

w 

r-H 

CM 

co 

lO 

03 

CO 

X 

co 

05 

c3 

4 

rH 

00 

cd 

cm' 

oi 

cd 

oi 

rH 

id 

4j< 

c<i 

* 

33 

o 

m 


X- 1 

43 

a 

o 


03 

o 

oi 

4# 

o 

rH 

rH 

X 

X 

CD 

in 

q 

CO 

Cd 

co 

GO 

co 

q 

CO 

o 

OI 

cd 

cd 

oi 

oi 

rH 

cd 

H 

oi 

rH 

4 

4 

CO 

03 

3 

CD 

O 

03 

4+ 

CO 

bu 

H 

X 

03 

OI 

GO 

OI 

cd 

cd 

oi 

oi 

oi 

PH 

M 

3 

cS 

*-3 


03 


oi 


CO 


4# 


lO 


& 

X 

05 

CO 

4* 

i> 

rH 

l> 

X 

X 

IQ 

CO 

i— i 

X 

q 

TO 

CO 

oo 

oi 

cd 

oi 

Tti 

rH 

I> 

00 

oi 


t> 

l> 


r- 

00 


X 

a> 

£ 


-c 

o 

ce 

£ 


• >H 

& *5  3 

<!  rb 


3 


4= 

m 

3 

be 

3 

<1 


43 

& 

<d 

aj 


43 

O 

o 


q 


4# 


> ci 

O 03 

£ fi 


m 

CO 


H 


_ <rt 

« o> 

o T_ 
H 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  County  Council,  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE.  For  Public  Assistance  pur- 
poses, Maesteg  is  divided  into  two  districts,  a Relieving  Officer 
serving  each  district.  The  services  of  a medical  practitioner  are 
also  available  in  each  district. 

(2)  TUBERCULOSIS.  Institutions  maintained  by  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  are  available  for  the 
treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  A T.B. 
Dispensary  is  maintained  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association  in  the  Council’s  M.  & C.  W.  Building,  Church  Street, 
Maesteg,  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  of  each  week. 

(3)  MATERNITY.  The  Council  maintain  a Maternity 
Home  of  ten  beds.  Patients  are  admitted  on  payment  of  fees, 
but  in  exceptional  cases  a reduced  fee  or  free  admission  is  granted. 

(4)  CHILDREN.  The  Glamorgan  County  Council  pro- 
vides for  the  care  and  treatment  of  deformed  and  mentally 
defective  children.  Orthopaedic  cases  are  also  dealt  with  at 
the  School  Clinic  in  connection  with  our  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

(5)  FEVER.  The  Isolation  Hospital  is  maintained  by 
the  Local  Authority  with  accommodation  for  18  patients. 

(6)  SMALL  POX.  The  Local  Authority  is  now  a con- 
stituent member  of  the  Ogmore  Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital  Board 
and  any  case  that  might  occur  would  be  removed  to  that  Board’s 
Hospital  at  Cefn  Hirgoed. 

(7)  GENERAL.  The  Maesteg  General  Hospital  is  main- 
tained by  public  subscriptions  and  there  is  accommodation  for 
53  patients. 
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INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS 


The  Public  Assistance  Infirmary  at  Pontypridd  provides 
for  the  admission  of  unmarried  mothers  to  the  Maternity  Ward. 
Provision  is  made  at  the  Cottage  Homes,  Bridgend,  by  the 
Assistance  Committee,  for  illegitimate  and  homeless  children. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


(a)  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  A Motor  Ambulance 
is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  removal  of  Infectious 
Diseases  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  for  inter-transport 
of  cases,  between  this  institution  and  other  neighbouring  fever 
hospitals. 

(b)  FOR  NON  INFECTIOUS  AND  ACCIDENT  CASES. 

A Motor  Ambulance  is  provided  in  connection  with  the  General 
Hospital,  Maesteg,  and  is  garaged  at  the  Hospital.  The  Council 
have  an  arrangement  with  the  General  Hospital  for  the  transport 
of  emergency  maternity  cases. 


CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

The  County  Council  provides  a School  Clinic,  and  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  a Clinic  for  Tuberculosis. 

No  Clinic  is  provided  in  this  area  for  the  treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases  ; there  are,  however,  Clinics  available  at 
Pontypridd,  Port  Talbot,  Barry,  Cardiff,  Swansea  and  Merthyr, 
where  free  and  confidential  treatment  can  be  obtained. 


BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC 


Women  requiring  advice  on  birth  control  are  referred  to 
the  Birth  Control  Clinic,  Port  Talbot,  through  arrangements 
made  with  the  M.O.H.,  Borough  of  Port  Talbot,  A fee  of  10  (id. 
per  visit  is  charged  and  this  fee  is  paid  by  the  Council. 


laboratory  work 

The  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analyses  are  under- 
taken by  the  Staff  of  the  Cardiff  and  County  l ublic  Health 

Laboratory,  towards  the  upkeep  of  which  t ''' J „'i  k " re 
ni  .ke  an  annual  contribution.  Samples  ol  water  and  milk  arc 
sent  for  analysis  from  time  to  time,  as  are  also  specimens  of 
blood,  fluids  and  swabs  requiring  bacteriological  examination. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 


No.  of  Child  Welfare  Centres  at  which  Clinics  are  held 3 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first 

time  under  1 year  461 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first 

time  over  1 year 34 

Total  495 

Total  number  of  attendances  under  1 year  419 

Total  number  of  attendances  over  1 year  518 

Total  937 


HEALTH  VISITING 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  Health  Visitors  : — 

(i)  To  expectant  Mothers  First  Visits  129 

Revisits  52  Total  Visits  181 

(ii)  To  children  under  1 First  Visits  558 

Revisits  2930  Total  Visits  3488 

(iii)  To  children  between 

the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  Total  Visits  3792 

Grand  Total  all  visits  7461 

ANTE  NATAL  SERVICES 

No.  of  Centres  provided  by  the  Council  1 

No.  of  Clinics  held  j - 

Total  number  of  women  who  attended  during  the  year.  284 


No.  of  W.R.  Tests  undertaken  during  the  year Positive 

Negative 


No.  of  Rh  (Rhesus)  Factor  Tests 

undertaken  during  the  year 


Total 


4 

97 

101 

95 

6 
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Positive 

Negative 

Total 


101 


CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS  : 

The  number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  1947 
whose  mother  is  normally  resident  in  the  Council’s  Area 34 

The  total  number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  1947 


who  were  born  : — 

(i)  At  home  13 

(ii)  In  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home  21 


The  number  of  those  born  at  home  : — 

(i)  Who  were  nursed  entirely  at  home  13 

(ii)  Who  died  during  the  first  24  hours  2 

(iii)  Who  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month  0 

The  number  of  those  born  in  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home  : — 

(i)  Who  died  during  the  first  24  hours 1 

(ii)  Who  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month  19 


PROVISION  OF  HUMAN  MILK  FOR  PREMATURE  BABIES 

A Human  Milk  Bank  was  established  at  Cardiff  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  for  the  feeding  of  Premature  Babies.  Advant- 
age of  this  was  taken  in  one  instance  in  our  area,  when  a supply 
of  milk  was  obtained  for  an  acutely-ill  premature  baby  at  the 
Council’s  Maternity  Home.  The  baby’s  condition  afterwards 
improved  and  was  able  to  be  taken  home. 


SCABIES 

The  treatment  of  Scabies  in  the  area  was  continued  during 
the  year.  Treatment  is  carried  out  by  the  two  Health  Visitors 
at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Church  Street, 
Maesteg. 

During  the  year  62  cases  received  treatment. 

The  method  of  treatment  employed  has  been  described 
in  detail  in  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1945. 
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PROVISION  FOR  DENTAL,  EYE  AND 
ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT 

The  Council  have  provided  for  the  Dental,  Eye  and  Orth- 
opaedic treatment  of  children  and  mothers  attending  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  under  an  existing  scheme 
with  the  County  Council. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 
CASES 


Treated 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Notified 

At  Home 

in  H’spit’l 

Unim- 

Im- 

Blind- 

Deaths 

paired 

paired 

ness 

3 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

DEATHS  AMONGST  INFANTS 


During  the  year  32  children  died  before  attaining  the 
age  of  one  year.  The  death  rate,  which  for  infants  is  always 
recorded  as  so  many  per  1,000  births  registered,  as  distinct 
from  so  many  of  the  population,  is  a true  rate,  as  it  is 
based  on  actual  figures.  The  32  deaths  gave  an  infantile 
mortality  rate  of  60  per  1,000  births  registered.  The  corres- 
ponding rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period 
was  41.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  area  shows  an 
increase  of  10  per  1,000  on  the  previous  year. 
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SCHOOLS 


The  Medical  Inspection  of  school  children  is  provided 
by  the  County  Council,  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic, 
Dental  and  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

Three-elevenths  of  the  M.O.H.’s  time  is  devoted  to  duties 
as  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  to  the  County  Council. 

In  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  steps  are  taken  in  con- 
junction with  the  school  authorities  to  exclude  all  scholars  who 
have  been  in  contact  with  the  patient. 


CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION 


Number  of  persons  on  the  register  who  were  receiving 
children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  1947  1 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  (REGULATION)  ACT,  1939 

This  Act  became  operative  on  1st  June,  1943 


Number  of  persons  who  gave  notice  under  Section  7 (3)  Nil 

Number  of  Children  under  supervision  at  end  of  1947  Nil 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  — Section  176 
Power  of  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  the  prevention  and 
Treatment  of  Blindness 


No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  during  the  year, 
all  arrangements  under  this  section  being  undertaken  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council. 
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MATERNITY  HOME 


Number  of  Cases  admitted  to  the  Home  in  1947  168 

Number  of  Cases  delivered  by  Doctors  18 

Number  of  Normal  Cases  141 


Number  of  Abnormal  Cases  (ten  of  which  were  forcep  deliveries)  15 
Number  of  Deaths  : — 

Mothers  Nil 

Babies  4 


Number  of  Babies  born 159 

Number  of  Babies  still-born  6 


Forty-two  Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  held  during  the  year, 
and  539  women  were  examined. 

Total  No.  of  W.R.  Tests  undertaken  during  the  year 55 

(includes  one 
positive) 

Total  No.  of  Rh  (Rhesus)  Factor  Tests  undertaken 

during  the  year  74 

(includes  11 
negative) 

Retirement  of  Matron  and  Sister 

During  the  year  under  review,  we  lost,  through  retirement, 
two  of  our  most  conscientious  colleagues,  namely,  Matron  M.  A. 
Welch,  after  26  years’  service  and  Sister  N.  Turner,  after  20 
years’  service.  Those  who  had  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance 
will  remember  their  unique  character  and  both  leave  behind 
an  example  of  whole-hearted  enthusiasm  and  unselfish  service. 

Increase  of  Lying  in  Beds 

There  was  an  increase  of  lying-in  beds  from  six  to  ten 
in  March,  194/.  This  was  brought  about  by  re-arrangement 
of  existing  accommodation. 

Facilities  for  the  Supply  of  Human  Milk 

With  the  exception  of  Cardiff,  the  Home  was  the  first 
institution  of  its  kind  in  the  Administrative  County  of  Glamorgan 
to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  for  the  supply  of  Human 
Milk  from  the  Bank  at  Cardiff  for  urgent  maternity  cases. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Since  the  advocation  of  the  national  application  of  Diph- 
theria Immunisation  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  following 
numbers  of  children  were  immunised  during  the  years  reviewed 
in  the  table  given  below.  It  will  easily  be  seen  that  after  the 
initial  impetus  in  1941,  there  was  a rapid  decline  in  the  numbers 
immunised  yearly,  in  both  tabulated  age  groups,  until  1946, 
when,  under  Dr.  Kinsey’s  initiative,  the  figures  for  the  pre- 
school group  began  to  return  to  a more  satisfactory  level.  In 
1947,  immunisation  was  continued  at  an  even  higher  level  com- 
pared with  1946,  and  the  figures  given  for  1947  are  for  the  highest 
number  of  children  immunised  in  one  year  since  1941  : — 


1941 

Pre-School 
Children 
0 — 4 years 

341 

School 
Children 
4 — 14  years 

1,110 

1942 

174 

673 

1943 

270 

380 

1944 

125 

152 

1945 

250 

59 

1946 

404 

82 

1947 

603 

336 

Also  in  1947,  39  children  between  the  ages  of  1-15  years 
were  given  “ Booster  ” Doses,  and  22  Diphtheria  Contacts  were 
injected  with  Antitoxin  Serum. 


DIPHTHERIA  ANTITOXIN 

A sufficient  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  is  always  kept  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  the 
Medical  Practitioners  of  the  Area,  under  the  Diphtheria  Antitoxin 
Order,  1910. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  number  of  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  and  other  Forms)  received,  was  55. 
This  figure  shows  an  increase  of  14  on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  was  21  males  and  19  females.  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  8 males  and  7 females. 


The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  17.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  was  7. 

The  distribution  of  the  notifications  is  as  follows  : — 


Ward 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary 

CAERAU  

4 

2 

NANTYFFYLLON 

10 

4 

EAST 

10 

5 

WEST 

16 

4 

40  15 

TOTAL  55 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  death  removals,  cures,  altered 
diagnosis,  and  transfers  had  been  adjusted,  there  were  295  cases 
on  the  register,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary 


Males  85  64 

Females  101  45 

186  109 

Total  295 


I\o  special  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  treat- 
™er]t  of  Tuberculosis.  Treatment  of  the  patient  is  left  to  the 
Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance,  who  either  directly  or  through 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  obtains  the  assistance  of  the  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  — SECTION  172 


No  action 
during  1947. 


was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section 
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TUBERCULOSIS — 1 947 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS 


NON  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS. 
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1947 

MASS  X RAY  SURVEY 


As  a result  of  a recommendation  brought  before  the 
Council  by  the  late  Dr.  A.  Amdor,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
Mobile  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association  came  to  Maesteg  in  November,  1947. 


The  Survey,  originally  intended  to  last  five  days,  produced 
such  a record  response  in  completed  application  forms  (approx- 
imately 4,000)  that  Dr.  Blyton,  the  Director  of  the  Mobile  Unit, 
asked  for  the  time  to  be  extended  to  two  weeks.  This  was  done 
and  the  actual  turn  out  by  the  community  for  X-Ray  was  phenom- 
enal. A total  of  3,002  small  films  were  taken  in  addition  to  some 
hundreds  of  large  films,  and,  according  to  Dr.  Blyton,  the  Maesteg 
Survey  probably  created  a national  record  when  reviewed  from 
a numerical  standpoint. 


Of  the  3,002  volunteers  in  Maesteg  who  came  forward 
to  submit  themselves  for  examination,  2,120  were  males,  most 
of  whom  were  miners,  some  having  retired  from  the  industry. 
The  scheme  was  entirely  confidential  and  every  facility  was  given 
to  the  people  in  charge  to  make  the  volunteers  comfortable  and 
at  ease,  while  every  readiness  was  shown  to  explain  the  system 
to  interested  persons  and  to  advise  those  who  found  it  necessary 
to  return  for  a conversation  with  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge. 


The  idea  of  the  survey  is  to  detect  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  lungs  and  to  treat  them  in  the  early  stages,  thus  it  is  a method 
of  preventive  medicine  which  must  of  necessity  render  invaluable 
assistance  to  the  individual  and  the  community  alike.  The 
Survey  therefore  serves  a dual  purpose  (1)  to  obtain  up-to-date 
information  on  one’s  health  and  (2)  to  assist  in  the  collation  of 
accurate  information  on  the  standard  of  community  health. 

The  organisation  of  the  survey,  carried  out  by  the  Council 
and  particularly  by  the  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  left  nothing 
to  be  desired,  and  from  the  result  of  the  survey  it  was  pleasing 
to  note  the  low  incidence  of  hitherto  undiscovered  cases  of  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  in  the  area,  and  thanks  is  due  to  all  individuals 
and  organisations  who  helped  to  make  the  survey  such  a success. 
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Mass  X-Ray  Survey  (C ant'd) 


The  figures  given  below  are  some  of  the  findings  of  the 
Survey  : — 


Silicosis  all  stages  (not  previously  detected) ' 47 

(Early  stage— 34  ; Moderate  advanced— 10  ; Advanced— 3) 

Pneumokoniosis  (early  stage)  20 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  5 

Observation,  possibly  active  tuberculosis  22 

Fibrosis  of  lung — non-tuberculous  2 

Bronchitis  of  marked  degree  14 

Atelectasis  right  middle  lobe  3 

,,  upper  lobe  left  1 

,,  lower  lobe  left 2 

Thickened  pleura 3 

Heart  disease — all  forms  , 18 


Reports  with  recommendations  for  disposal  were  despatched 
to  the  doctors  of  the  patients  concerned  in  each  of  these  cases, 
and,  where  thought  necessary,  the  X-Ray  Films  were  enclosed. 
In  the  cases  of  those  persons  suffering  from  early  dust  changes  of  the 
lungs,  the  recommendations  for  a further  X-Ray  Film  in  about 
a year  were  made  to  the  family  doctors. 

This  survey  goes  to  prove  that  the  people  are  interested 
in  health  matters  and  will  make  use  of  any  service  that  is  offered 
to  them. 

The  late  Dr.  Amdor  deserves  the  highest  tribute  for  his 
keen  interest  and  untiring  efforts  in  this  direction. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  1947 


was  88.  Classified  they  appear  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  21 

Diphtheria 32 

Tonsillitis  .....  10 

Measles  and  Pneumonia 12 

Pertussis  and  Pneumonia  1 

Meningitis 12 

The  twelve  cases  notified  and  admitted  as  Meningitis 
were  later  diagnosed  as  follows  : — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  3 

Tuberculosis  2 

Pleurisy  1 

Broncho-Pneumonia  1 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  2 

Polio-Encephalitis  1 

Nil  Abnormal  2 


Deaths  : 

Five  deaths  occurrred  during  the  year  in  the  following 
Categories  : — 


Diphtheria 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 
Pertussis  and  Pneumonia 


2 (neither  Immunised) 

1 

1 

1 


From  the  above  list  it  will  be  seen  that  we  had  a marked 
change  in  the  types  of  cases  admitted. 

Diphtheria  : 

There  were  two  less  Diphtheria  cases  during  1947  that 
in  1946. 


During  the  quiet  periods  at  the  Hospital  a trained  Staff 
Nurse  was  lent  for  the  school  clinics  where  Diphtheria  Immunisa- 
tion was  carried  out.  The  tremendous  work  carried  out  in 
Immunisation  had  a great  effect  upon  the  severity  of  the  cases 
admitted  into  hospital. 

Of  the  32  cases  admitted,  18  had  completed  the  course 
of  Immunisation.  With  the  exception  of  the  two  deaths,  each 
case  was  of  a moderate  type  and  there  were  no  complications  ; 
all  these  cases  making  a complete  recovery. 
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Anterior  Poliomyelitis  : 

During  October,  1947,  when  so  many  cases  of  Poliomyelitis 
occurred  throughout  the  country,  several  suspects  w'cre  admitted 
into  hospital  as  a precaution.  In  view  of  shortage  of  nurses 
and  lack  of  suitable  accommodation,  several  of  these  cases  were 
admitted  into  the  Bridgend  Isolation  Hospital.  Only  two 
positive  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  Maesteg  and  one  case 
of  Polio- Encephalitis. 

Of  the  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  admitted,  one  was  later 
transferred  to  Bridgend  after  diagnoses  had  been  confirmed. 
The  second  case  was  that  of  a female,  aged  23  years,  who  was 
in  a critical  condition. 

This  patient  was  suffering  from  a very  severe  attack, 
and  was  immediately  placed  into  the  Iron  Lung  upon  admission, 
where  she  remained  for  seven  days.  An  orthopaedic  consultant 
was  called  in  on  the  second  day  and  upon  her  removal  from  the 
Lung  all  affected  limbs  were  placed  in  plaster. 

She  continued  to  make  a slow  recovery,  and  after  six 
weeks  at  the  Hospital,  was  transferred  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Hospital,  Cardiff  for  further  treatment. 

The  use  of  the  Iron  Lung  was  undoubtedly  instrumental 
in  saving  this  girl’s  life. 


Head  Infestation  : 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  head 
infestation  in  children  of  school  age  during  the  year  under  review'. 

Policy  of  admitting  cases  : 

During  the  winter  months,  the  policy  of  admitting  cases 
w'as  adjusted  a little  to  enable  the  admission  of  acute  cases  of 
Pneumonia  following  Measles.  This  policy  and  use  of  the  Oxygen 
Tent  hired  by  the  Council  to  assist  in  the  nursing  of  these  cases 
was  fully  justified. 
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Staff  Accommodation  : 


In  July,  1947,  a house  in  the  Park  Estate  was  allotted 
to  the  Hospital  as  extra  accommodation  for  the  nursing  staff. 
Apart  from  decreasing  the  costs  in  the  maintenance  of  the  Hospital 
by  providing  accommodation  to  all  nurses  in  preference  to  granting 
some  nurses  a living-out  allowance,  it  was  a great  asset  to  be  able 
to  provide  trained  staff  with  accommodation  equivalent  to  what 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  in  other  institutions.  Several 
items  of  furniture  were  purchased  and  the  Home  was  suitably 
and  comfortably  furnished. 

Hospitals  all  over  the  country  are  now  purchasing  houses 
to  accommodate  staff  apart  from  hospitals,  and  in  so  doing, 
the  Council  moved  with  the  times. 


CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


On  receipt  of  a notification  of  infectious  disease  the  premises 
are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  epidemiological  in. 
vestigation  and  record  and  by  the  Health  Visitor  for  any  necessary 
immunisation  of  contacts  and  relevant  advice.  Arrangements 
are  made  for  the  removal  of  the  case  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
or,  alternatively,  for  the  most  efficient  isolation  of  the  patient 
possible. 

After  removal  of  patient,  the  infected  rooms  are  immediately 
disinfected  and  when  the  patient  is  isolated  at  home,  disinfection 
is  carried  out  at  the  termination  of  the  illness.  Where  necessary 
infected  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  is  removed  and  dealt  with  at 
the  Council’s  steam  disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Sixty-one  Fumigations  were  carried  out  by  the  Department 
during  1947  to  premises  where  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred. 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  PULMONARY 
TUBERCULOSIS,  OTHER  FORMS 


DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Urban  District 


of  Maesteg  from  the  Principal  Infectious  Diseases  since  1923 


Year. 

Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fevei\ 

Diarrhoea. 

Total  Deaths. 

1923 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

6 

11 

1924 

0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

6 

13 

1925 

0 

12 

0 

13 

3 

0 

9 
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1926 

0 

0 

0 

1 

11 

0 

5 

17 

1927 

0 

0 

2 

12 

3 

0 

6 

23 

1928 

0 

11 

2 

0 

7 

0 

2 

22 

1929 

0 

3 

2 

2 

4 

0 

2 

13 

1930 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

5 

11 

1931 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

6 

1932 

0 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

3 

10 

1933 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

4 

1934 

0 

2 

0 

0 

r\ 

V 

0 

4 

6 

1935 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

5 

1936 

0 

2 

0 

3 

1 

0 

4 

10 

1937 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1 

7 

1938 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

1 

6 

1939 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

4 

8 

1940 

0 

4 

0 

0 

5 

0 

4 

13 

1941 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

7 

1942 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

4 

8 

1943 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

4 

7 

1944 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

6 

1945 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

3 

8 

1946 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

4 

1947 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

5 

8 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1947  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  : — 

Type  — 50  B.I.S.F.  Houses  completed 

72  Traditional  Houses  completed 
12  Traditional  Houses  under  construction 

(ii)  By  other  persons  or  bodies  : — 

Nil 

(iii)  Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  : — 


(a)  Under  the  Housing  Acts  350 

(b)  Other  Powers  13 


The  conditions  recorded  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1946 
remain  substantially  the  same.  In  spite  of  the  activities  of 
the  Department  the  state  of  general  repair  of  a large  portion 
of  the  working-class  type  of  dwelling  is  low.  It  is  found  difficult 
in  practice  to  enforce  compliance  with  Notices  served  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  in  the  case  of  owners,  some  of  whom 
are  often  themselves  impoverished.  The  shortage  of  skilled 
labour,  materials  and  components  aggravates  the  position. 

Common  Lodging  House  : 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  Urban  Area, 
and  the  type  of  lodger  frequenting  the  Lodging  House  of  late 
years,  has  been,  in  the  main,  the  aged  type. 

The  structural  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  premises 
are  most  unsatisfactory  and  the  premises  should  be  closed. 

Disinfestation  : 

During  the  year  under  review,  many  verminous  premises 
were  disinfested.  D.D.T.  and  Gamexane  in  various  forms  were 
used,  and  results  obtained  were  highly  satisfactory. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY 
DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1947 


Inspections  made  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  during  the 


year  . . . ■ • • • • • • • • • • • ^ v 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  investigated  ...  ...  61 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  85 

,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

„ Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

,,  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 


,,  Slaughterhouses  & Slaughtering  ...  ...  362 

In  all,  252  Informal  Notices  were  served,  and  to  enforce 
compliance  it  was  necessary  to  serve  94  Abatement  Notices. 

Eighty-Three  Notices  under  Section  138  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  and  Water  Act.  1945,  Section  30,  to  provide 
dwellings  with  a sufficient  supply  of  water,  were  served  on  the 
owners. 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS 
ACTS— 1920  TO  1933 

15  Rent  Certificates  were  issued  during  1947 
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INSPECTIONS  for 


t./ 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


■ 

CM 


OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 
NIL 


MILK  PRODUCTION 


Forty-six  samples  of  heat-treated  and  pasteurised  milk 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis.  Forty-three,  or 
approximately  93  per  cent,  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  result  of  the  examination  of  ungraded  milk  was  not 
so  satisfactory.  Thirty-two  samples  were  submitted,  and  only 
nineteen,  or  approximately  63  per  cent,  was  satisfactory.  This 
figure  falls  short  by  12  per  cent  of  what  is  commonly  regarded 
as  a good  percentage  of  satisfactory  results,  but  is  a slight  improve- 
ment from  the  results  of  samples  submitted  in  1946.  The  Depart- 
ment are  constantly  informing  retailers  and  producers  that 
care  should  be  exercised  in  treating  milk  if  a high  bacterial 
standard  is  to  be  attained. 


RESULTS  OF  SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN  FOR  THE  PRESENCE 
OF  TUBERCLE  BACILLI 


Twenty-three  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  were  found  to  be  free  from  Tubercle 
Bacilli. 


SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 
THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936  TO  1946 


During  the  year  the  following  Licenses  were  issued  within 
the  Council’s  Area  under  provisions  of  the  above  Order  : — 

Five  Dealers  Licences  to  sell  milk  as  “ Pasteurised 

One  Pasteuriser’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  “ Pasteurised 

Inspection  of  farms,  dairies,  etc.,  was  undertaken  by  the 
Department  as  usual  during  the  year  under  review. 
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ICE  CREAM 


The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (Sections  13,  14  and  37) 
The  IceCream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947 


During  the  year,  seven  business  premises  were  registered 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  for  the  sale  of  Ice-Cream 
in  the  Urban  Area. 


In  addition,  six  business  premises  were  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  Ice-Cream  by  the  “ Pasteurisation  Method> 
and  three  by  the  “ Cold-Mix  ” Method. 


On  the  whole,  the  standard  of  Ice-Cream  in  the  area  was 
found  to  be  rather  low.  Inspections  were  made  of  premises 
where  all  unsatisfactory  samples  were  reported  upon  and  a 
warning  given  to  the  owners  concerned  with  reference  to 
standards  of  cleanliness  and  production  to  be  strictly  observed. 
Leaflets  under  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations 
quoted  above  were  forwarded  to  all  premises  manufacturing  or 
selling  Ice-Cream,  which  briefly  outlined  the  more  important 
sections  of  the  Act.  Difficulty  was  continually  experienced  by 
Ice-Cream  Vendors  in  the  Urban  Area  in  obtaining  Cooling 
Apparatus  in  order  to  comply  with  these  Regulations. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Slaughtering  since  April,  1940,  has  been  carried  out  at 
the  Slaughterhouse  situated  at  Bridgend  Road,  Maesteg.  The 
Slaughterhouse  is  under  the  management  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  year  and  the  amount  of  meat  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1073 

571 

4532 

2 

Number  inspected 

1073  1 

571 

4400 

2 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

496 

— 

582 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis. 

46.0 

— 

13.0 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  — 

53 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

6.0 

— 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
CONDEMNED  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

DECEMBER  31  si,  1947. 

” “ ' Reason  for  Approximate 

Description.  Condemnation.  Weight  lbs. 


18  Bovine  Carcases 

Bacterial  and  Parasitic 

7,895 

Diseases  

8 Part  Bovine  Carcases 

Bacterial  and  Parasitic 

1,206 

Diseases  

34  Bovine  Heads 

Tuberculosis 

1,020 

44  Bovine  Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

220 

0 Bovine  Livers 

Tuberculosis 

60 

9 Sheep  Carcases 

Parasitic  Diseases  and 

242 

Emaciation 

445  Bovine  Livers 

Parasitic  and  Bacterial 

Diseases  

4,450 

34  Bovine  Livers 

Hydatid  Cysts 

340 

44  Bovine  Lungs 

Hydatid  Cysts  

220 

20  Bovine  Lungs 

Parasitic  and  Bacterial 

100 

Diseases  

Beef 

Bone -taint  

1,200 

Beef 

Bruised 

137 

48  Sheep  Plucks  

Parasitic  Diseases 

134 

534  Sheep  Livers  

Other  Foods — 

Parasitic  Diseases 

1,068 

18,292 

Tinned  Meat 

Decomposition  and  Blown 

744 

Milk  

3 3 3 3 

310 

Fish 

3 3 3 3 

87 

Jams  and  Fruit 

116 

Vegetables  

3 3 

300 

Chestnuts  

Fermentation 

680 

Bread 

Contaminated  with  Paraffin 

100 

Bacon 

Decomposition 

357 

Flour 

Damp  and  Contaminated 

475 

Cheese 

Mould 

84 

Dried  Fruit 

Mould 

100 

Wet  Fish  and  Dry 

Decomposition 

438 

Butter  and  Margarine 

Rancid 

16 

Sausages 

Decomposition 

97 

3,904 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

Three  licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen  during  tlie 
year  authorising  them  to  slaughter  animals  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Act,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act  regarding  the  humane 
slaughter  of  animals,  including  sheep  and  lambs  were  carried  out. 
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THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  undertaken 
by  the  Police  and  we  are  indebted  to  Police  Superintendent 
Richard  Lyons  of  Bridgend  for  the  following  summary  of  articles 
sampled  under  the  above  Act,  together  with  the  results  of  the 
analysis: — 


Articles  Analysed 

Total  samples 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

New  Milk 

23 

21 

2 

Soup  

2 

2 

0 

Stuffing 

1 

1 

0 

Cake  Flour 

1 

1 

0 

Semolina 

1 

1 

0 

Oatmeal 

1 

1 

0 

Sponge  Mixture 

1 

1 

0 

Mixed  Herbs  

1 

1 

0 

Sage  

1 

1 

0 

Vinegar 

l 

1 

0 

Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

0 

Cake  Mixture  

1 

0 

1 

Soya  Flour 

1 

1 

0 

Sausage 

1 

1 

0 

Pudding  Mixture 

1 

1 

0 

Coffee 

1 

1 

0 

TOTALS  

39 

36 

3 

Upon  analysis,  one  sample  of  cake  mixture  was  found 
to  be  infested  with  meal  mites  (Tyroglyphus  Farinae).  This 
was  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  and  also  the  Clerk  of  the 
County  Council,  who  later  intimated  that  a letter  of  warning 
had  been  sent  to  the  retailer  concerned. 

Arising  out  of  these  samples,  there  were  two  prosecutions  : — 

(1)  For  selling  new  milk  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the 

extent  of  not  less  than  7 per  cent,  the  defendant 
was  fined  £5  and  ordered  to  pay  14/-  costs. 

(2)  For  selling  new  milk  containing  not  less  than  30 

per  cent,  added  water,  the  defendant  was  fined  £10 
and  ordered  to  pay  14/-  Analysts’  fee. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


This  important  service  was  carried  out  continuously  during 
the  year  and  the  very  low  level  of  rat  infestation  achieved 
by  the  end  of  194-6  was  successfully  maintained.  A complete 
maintenance  treatment  of  the  Council’s  Sewers  was  carried  out — 
522  manholes  being  baited.  In  only  24  per  cent  of  these  manholes 
was  a pre-bait  take  recorded,  which  indicated  that  the  rat  popula- 
tion of  the  Sewers  was  very  low  indeed. 

Surface  baiting  was  regularly  carried  out  and  2,100  baits 
were  laid  in  private  dwellings,  river  banks,  culverts  and  open 
spaces. 

Eighty-seven  visits  were  made  by  the  Council’s  Rodent 
Operative  to  Rat-Infested  premises,  which  includes  business 
premises,  etc. 

Rat  Destruction  at  one  time,  was  regarded  by  too  many 
as  being  an  unpleasant  and  sordid  job,  but  not  so  to-day.  When 
we  consider  that  approximately  ten  per  cent,  of  the  World’s  Food 
Production  is  consumed  or  fouled  by  pests  of  one  kind  or  another, 
systematic  rat  destruction  is  fully  justified. 

SCAVENGING 


Refuse  collection  is  collected  daily  by  means  of  the  Council’s 
motor  lorries.  The  frequency  of  collections  is  satisfactory, 
but  many  complaints  have  been  made  of  refuse  being  scattered 
or  blown  by  the  wind  from  the  extraordinary  assortment  of 
unsuitable  appliances  placed  to  await  collection  by  the  scavengers. 

Unfortunately  Sanitary  dust-bins  are  not  as  yet  in  universal 
use  in  this  town,  although  the  Council  possess  powers  to  require 
the  occupier  of  any  dwelling-house  to  provide  receptacles  of 
such  size  and  construction  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Council. 

The  first  favourable  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  enforce 
the  provision  of  a standard  sanitary  dust-bin  by  occupiers  of 
dwelling-houses  throughout  the  area. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


There  is  no  change  to  report  in  condition  of  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works.  Serious  pollution  of  the  River  Llynfi  continues 
owing  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  Works,  the  bad  state  of  the  Main 
Sewer  and  the  occasional  obstruction  of  the  Sewer  caused  by 
irregular  ground  movement  in  this  area. 
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GIBBS  BROS.,  PRINTERS,  MAESTEG. 


